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Hello Families.  There has been so much new information circulating regarding how to move
forward with the new guidance from the CDC and Department of Health, we are trying to
navigate the changes while keeping our community as safe as possible.

The focus now is transitioning from  COVID-19 pandemic to COVID endemic status. This
transition requires an adjustment of some  “pandemic” mitigation strategies to endemic
precautions. You will also see the data tracking for the spread of the virus has been shifted from
local metrics to hospitalization and severe illness of the disease.

A pandemic is a disease that cuts across international boundaries, as opposed to regional
outbreaks. An endemic disease is a disease that is always present in a population or region.
This makes the disease spread and rates relatively predictable. Some of the most recognized
endemic diseases include the flu.  COVID will be one of those respiratory viral diseases
anticipated to affect our communities for a very long time.

In this latest guidance the CDC stated that additional prevention layers, such as physical
distancing and contact tracing, may be implemented, based on the particular characteristics of
the setting and/or in the event of an outbreak. The CDC further noted: “At all levels, people can
wear a mask based on personal preference, informed by personal level of risk. People with
symptoms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask.”

The change in mask wearing to optional will be the mitigation measure that will be adjusted in
our current plan.  We will continue to practice our original mitigation plan such as ventilation,
cleaning, maintaining proper distancing, cohorting and good respiratory practices, just with
masks optional.

If there is an increase in COVID cases, we will be ready to reinstate mask rules if necessary.
There are ongoing lines of communication with our state and local departments of health for
decision making and guidance .

As before, you will need to continue to screen your student with the “Daily Home Screening
Tool” prior to school daily. If your student should have any of the listed symptoms or known
exposure to COVID, test for COVID with a home test and contact me.  If your student  is too ill to

https://www.verywellhealth.com/influenza-the-flu-4013643


participate in class or manage their respiratory hygiene independently, we encourage them to
stay home, even if their COVID test is negative, until symptoms improve .

Every family should have a test at home available for testing.  Please reach out to me if you
need any help with this.
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